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COMDESFLDT ONE PASS FOR INFO TO ADM FELT- 
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PERSONAL FOR GENERAL TAYLOR AND ADMIRAL FELT FROM GENERAL HARKINS. 
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SUBJECT: COUP '. • ' .- 4§^^'-’V"V ' ' " 

>1* .INSTEAD OF GETTING FOUR HOURS OR TWO DAYS NOTICE, WE 
APPROXIMATELY ROUR MI NUTES. : 1 RET UR NED FR OM T ffi AIRFIELD . WHEN^IN|^ 

COMPANY WITH GENERAL DON AND OTHERS WE SAID GOOD ^Y TO ADMIRAL 

^ *■ • 

FELT, HAD LUNCH, AND THEN BACK TO THE OFFICE. GENERAL STILWELL • 
CAME INTO THE OFFICE ABOUT 1345 HRS AND SAID HE HAD JUST 
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? rc-TV£r- A TELEPHONE CALL if: THE CLEAR FRO”: GENERAL CON SAYING THAT 
THE GENERAL "HAD DECIDED TO MOVE AND TO NOTIFY GENERAL HARKINS AND 
HIS AMERICAN FRIENDS. GENERAL STILWELL ASKED WHEN THEY WERE GOING 
| TO MOVE. GENERAL DON SAID "IMMEDIATELY.” • _ 

j ~ 2. AT THIS TIME FIRING WAS REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF THE 

j SPEC FCS HQ NEAR TAN SON NHUT . APPARENTLY ARVN TROOPS WERE CLOSING 

! in ON THE HO IN AN EFFORT TO TAKE COL TUNG PRISONER. 

! t TC NOW 1700 AND DURING THE AFTERNOON THERE HAS BEEN SPORADIC 

‘ FIRING AT A THF X 


' 4.' "V^TaSeT* AND ----- «* , 

DON WERE TRYING TO GET IN AND ASK HIM TO 

RESIGN AND DON AND NINH PROMI^M>RESii)EOT AND MR NHU SAFE 
CONDUCT OUT OF THE COUNTRY IF THEY WOULD RESIGN. 

DIFFICULT TO SAY AT j\lS TIME WHAT THE LINE-JJP OF, - ’ 

t FORCES ARE. THE CNO, /JAPTAIN QUYEN f WAS 

f reported" iS|i™. THE PARATROOPERS 
' NAVY HQ, TO T^w'aI^ 

ARVN HAS TAKEN OVER THE COMMUNICATIONS AND .SOMEBODY ELSE TOOK 
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OVER THE CIVILIAN POLICE HEADQUARTERS. THE HEAD OF THE AIRFORCE, ^ 

THE HEAD Or THE PARATROOPERS , THE HEAD OF THE MARINE BRIGADE, 

THE HEAD OF TIE CIVIL GUARD, HEAD OF THE POLICE FORCE, AND COLONEL 
TONG WERE "ALL PRISONERS IN THE TAN SON NHUT AREA. UNCONFIRMED. 

6.- aOHIS^TIME IT IS REPORTED; XHAT THE PALACE 'J^URROUNDED;-^^^/, • 


j WITH THE Ws IT I ON JrO^TT A CK ’ ' 

j - 7 . UNTIL THIS THING SETTLES DOWN I AM REQUESTING THAT* VISITORS; ;/ 

\ BE DISCOURAGED FROM COMING TO VIETNAM. > WE I)ON’^ WHO _ \ '' ;.. 

| THE MILITARY HAVE PICKED FOR LEADERS ON T HE 1c I V I^KipEK BR IG GEN^^:.X: 
I STILWELL’ S HOUSE WHICH IS NEXT TO THE, OLD PALACE RECEIVED ' r ~ J'f ; 

"a FEW BULLET HOLES AS THE /TROOPS WENT - BY ON THEIR WAY TO GlA LONG 

PALACE. BETTY REPORTS CONSIDERABLE SHOOTING IN /HE VICINITY OF MY HOME 

f ~ # * >V'. : -.V* ' . . ' . 

I THOUGH NONE OF THE SHOOTING HAS BEEN DIRECTED AT THE HOUSE AS YET.^; ^-.j 

; '27?- r- •■•-•7?." ■-■■• ' •••. • : i : •*>* 

THERE IS AN ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN ON THE ROOF -OF THE^JOUSS ACROSS , 

'. • ■. -•■ •• ••' •', ■-• .' - v &^Z?<jt\T 

STREET WHICH HAS BEEN QUITE ACTIVE. 1 ; > '' " 7; *$*£? " f 

8 . DON TOLD ADM FELT AND I THAT, HE WAS GOING TO MQTOTWO^BN 

BATTALIONS TO TAY NINH THIS MORNING. HOWEVER , Tlffi-MOVE WAS -TO SAIGON.;; • > 
RATHER THAN THE TWO PLACES HE INDICATED. * 

9. AS OF NOW IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE TWO ABN, TWO MARINE AND 
TWO ARVN BATTALIONS IN TOWN WITH ANOTHER PARACHUTE AND 





f 


x'. ■ 


i i 


PAGE 4 RUEPCR 1 7 8- S-E r ^ggre^ pEXCLUSIVE 

ARVN BN ENROUTE FROM THE TRAINING CAMP IN VUNG TAU. . / , b 

104..^ HAVE D IRECm)~ ALL US MILj^^N^ELTO ; ^ T A Y ^F F^ g^REErS 

and ' not jo" takers idesT ’•" 



IS TO 

ADVANTAGE OF THIS TO CREATE A SERIES OF ACTS OF TERRORISM WITHIN AND 

WITHOUT THE CITY. ALL THE POLICE : THROUGH OUT. THE. CITY HAVE BEEN 

• * - .4 «wa^\v*8.V .- • 

DISARMED, YET THE STREETS SEEM CROWDED WITH PEOPLE.' OTHER' THAN^f — 

'c . . • ’ :- ! U?s-V'- V ' 

THAT, EVERYTHING IS QUIET. ALL I CAN. SAY IS, THERE IS NEVER A DULL 

' ....--v , \ * 

MOMENT HERE IN SAIGON. WARM REGARDS. * 

1 1. P.S.TaLL IS NOW QUIET SOME t 

HEAVY STUFF SOUNDS LIKE TANK 
FIRE HAS JUST STARTED. OH MEH^^fSffe 
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